instead of the 43 3/4 hours typical in the GDR. However, she later complained about working so hard that she had no time for her private life.
The text confirms the losses GDR women have suffered since unification; unemployment, financial insecurity, and shrinking benefits still top the list of concerns for these women. GDR women also share in the general loss of identity and history suffered by former GDR citizens since unification. However, the diversity inherent in the narratives reflects affirmation as well as critique of both systems. All the women spoke of both gains and losses since unification. Most significantly, the portrait of women presented here is one of "active participants in a new society." Still remaining is the inner-emancipation, even self-confidence, which many women achieved in the GDR as a direct result of not only financial independence, but also multiple responsibilities (work, family, household) and daily battles for recognition. Thus, there is some continuity in this upheaval.
The clear and very readable style of the editors makes this volume entirely appropriate for classroom explorations of GDR women's experiences as well as cultural transitions since unification. Most importantly, the volume achieves the editors' goal of contributing to a "differentiated understanding" of the GDR. By focusing on daily life experiences, the text also reveals the interpretive inadequacies of monolithic interpretations of GDR culture. Rassismus im neuen Deutschland (Rotbuch, 1992)-this book's eclectic style makes for rather uneven reading. The authors' first priority lies in giving voice to diverse members of this troublesome subculture; the first ten pages entail a collection of uncensored quotations in response to the formula, "what being a Skinhead means to me. . . ." Common to all adherents is the fact that they do not perceive Skinhead-sein as a movement, i.e., a grassroots organization pursuing a specific sociopolitical agenda, but rather as a Way of Life. The individuals profiled see themselves as unpolitical, or otherwise insist that political orientations had little to do with their initial decisions to become Skins. Many claim to have adopted new political beliefs over the course of the last few years, with little obvious consequence for their group identification. The authors make little effort to look for patterns or specific variables accounting for such changes of heart, a weakness at odds with their third priority (see below).
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Scene-participants complain that the media's equation of Skinheads with neo-Nazis ignores the groups transracial, cross-cultural roots, dating back to the SKA, Reggae and Soul-music affinities of British working class youth in the 1970s. Chapter 1 traces the evolution of post-hippie movements in Britain, from the rise of Teddyboys, Mods, Rockers, and Reggae-Fans to the Rude Boys, Punks, SoccerHooligans, Oi-Fans and the more recent racist-Skins. The FRG Interior Ministry issued a warning call over the rise of right-extremism in 1969 (after the NPD made its one and only comeback attempt), yet radical-right thinking found little resonance among East or West German youth groups prior to the 1980s. Self-identified Skins complain with fervor and frequency that, on the one hand, distorted media reporting has artificially politicized their subculture, creating deep fissures by requiring sympathizers to declare themselves "for" or "against" racism qua fascism.
On the other hand, the media have trivialized the Skin-phenomenon, turning it into a Modewelle embraced by rebellious children of the well-to-do, who purchase their ever more expensive Doc Marten boots in Schickimicki boutiques. This has pushed "real" (working class) Skinheads into more extremist forms of self-expression, such as tattooing, which signifies a lifetime commitment.
The authors' second purpose is to engage radicalized youth in dialogue, while espousing their own moral/political stand against racism (and critiquing the political establishment for not doing the same). Chapters 2, 3 and 4 offer portraits from the ultra-nationalist Skin-Szene, but even here the emphasis falls more on one's Way of Life than on explicit political dogmas. The main motive for Skinengagement rests with youth's insatiable need for music, beer and parties of the boy-meets-girl sort. Far-right extremists are depicted as obsessed with their own masculinity, ergo the proclivity for
